
  

    

 

Saving a life’s story from being lost 

The life and work of Harold John Timperley; 

journalist, propagandist, pacifist 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This presentation tells the life story of Harold John Timperley, a Western Australian-

born journalist who was active in China during the 1920s and 1930s who was most 

famous for his book What War Means: The Japanese Terror in China that laid bare 

the depredations inflicted on the people of Nanjing and Northern China by the 

Imperial Japanese Army during the Sino-Japanese war that commenced in July 

1937. 

 

Timperley later went on to work for the Chinese Ministry of Information, the United 

Nations, and the War on Want organisation. Whilst he was always relatively well-

known in relevant academic circles, he started to disappear from discourse on 

modern Chinese history until the publication of Iris Chang’s 1997 The Rape of 

Nanking: The Forgotten Holocaust of World War II. Chang’s book, highly acclaimed 

and controversial, renewed attention on Timperley, particularly from Japanese 

revisionists who sought to discredit him as merely a mouthpiece for the Chinese 

nationalist government thus questioning the integrity and veracity of his most famous 

work. 

Courtesy of Helen Hoffman, 
Elizabeth Chamber’s daughter. 

Courtesy of Jennifer King, 
Harold Timperley’s great niece. 



Timperley’s life and work, however, was so much more than this and this 

presentation tells not only his story but the story of getting the story.  Timperley left 

no great collection of papers, no personal archive and the reason for that is central in 

this presentation and works in neatly with this year’s History Week theme of 

“Keeping Stories”.  

 

Join Brendan Cook, author of A Man of Exquisite Honour: The life and work of 

Harold John Timperley, journalist, propagandist, pacifist, will bring Timperley’s story 

to light. Brendan is by day a Tax Advisor who lives in Perth, Western Australia.  

Brendan has a passion for history and A Man of Exquisite Honour is his second 

book. His first book, To Their Credit: The Australian Army Pay Corps of the First 

World War is where he discovered Harold Timperley and he is delighted to present 

on a subject that has been a big part of his life for the past six years. 

 

 

DATE:   Thursday, 10th September, 2026.  

 

TIME:  5:30 pm to 6:30 pm, followed by a banquet at Emperor’s Garden 

at 7:00 pm. 

 

VENUE: Museum of Chinese in Australia, 744 George Street, Haymarket. 

 

COST: $10 - CHAA members, MOCA members, students.  

$15 - non-members. 

$50 – banquet at Emperor’s Garden. CHAA will provide wine for 

each table at the banquet free of charge. 

 

TICKETS: TryBooking https://www.trybooking.com/DNTKG or scan the QR 

code: 

 
 

ENQUIRIES:  Peter Hack – peter.hack6@bigpond.com  

 

NOTE:  Bookings close at 5:00 pm on Thursday 3rd September 2026.  
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