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Dear Members and Friends,
Autumn is beginning and it looks like we’ve seen the last of those 40+° days. I hope you didn’t find those
days too taxing.
Family Roles and Responsibilities of Chinese Australian Women in White Australia, 1901-1973
Dr Alanna Kamp will present CHAA’s next talk on March 25th – note the change from the first week of
April. Dr Kamp researched the positives and negatives for these women and the contribution they made
to their families and to Australia in general.
For details, check the flyer in the Upcoming Events section of CHAA’s website.
Wreath laying at the Chinese Ex-Services War Memorial on Australia Day
CHAA, along with a number of other associations, including the Chinese Women’s Association and the
Taiwanese Women’s Association, were invited to participate in the wreath laying at the Memorial on
Australia Day morning.
The ceremony was marked by a lone piper, Joseph Ou of Scots College, and an honour guard of Chinese
Australian Army Reserve officers. The ceremony was sponsored by the Lions Clubs of District 201N5 and
representatives from a number of Lions Clubs laid wreaths.

Left to Right: Joseph Ou, the piper for the ceremony; Cheryl Cumines and James Yu representing
CHAA; Leanne Tam laying flowers on behalf of the Chinese Women’s Association.

Clockwise from top left: Cheryl and Margaret Cumines and
Man-Yee Leanfore from CHAA; representatives of the various
groups which laid wreaths; with serving and reserve members
of the ADF and representatives of Lions Clubs; at the lunch
following the ceremony; a photo montage of the day.
Chinese New Year Launch
Chinese New Year got off to a somewhat damp start with a launch on the Starship Sydney, a function
ship, which left from Man o’ War Steps, near the Opera House for a harbour cruise, following the public
launch around the Opera House. Unfortunately, the overcast conditions made it difficult for the
fireworks to be seen clearly, although the view of the Opera House and Harbour Bridge, red for Chinese
New Year, from the water, was spectacular.

Opening the launch of the Year of the Rooster festivities
Left: Councillor Robert Kok, Chair of the City of Sydney Chinese New Year Committee
Right: Claudia Chan Shaw, Artistic Curator of the Chinese New Year Festival and CHAA member

Left: Anna Lee, Vice-President of the
Chinese Australian Historical Society,
Cheryl Cumines, President of CHAA
and Leanne Tam, President of the
Chinese Women’s Association, at the
launch. Below: the Opera House and
the Harbour Bridge painted red for
the launch of Chinese New Year,
viewed from the Harbour; the Opera
House painted ‘red’, viewed from the
forecourt,

Chinese New Year again featured spectacular lanterns grouped on the approaches to the Opera House,
around Circular Quay and around to Dawes Point.
Below, left to right: the new Rooster lanterns marked the Year of the Rooster outside the Opera House;
the new Sheep lantern on the approach to the Opera House.

Above, left to right: the Snake lantern went from grey to red as it stretched under the train line at
Circular Quay Station.
Below, left to right: the Showgirl Rats outside Customs House Library and a close-up of the showgirls
in their ‘murine’ glory.
What’s in a Name?
Photographer Ken Leanfore exhibited a series of photographs based on Chinese Australians with nonChinese surnames at the Klei Gallery as Australasian Arts and Stageworks’ contribution to the Chinese
New Year festivities. CHAA members Cheryl Cumines and Daphne Lowe-Kelley were featured in the
exhibition, as was Ken’s father, Gerald. Ken is the son of CHAA member Man-Yee Leanfore.
Ken noted that some people thought his surname was originally Italian when it was actually the result of
nineteenth century government ignorance in regard to Chinese names, while my surname has, at
various times, been pronounced as if it is Spanish or Greek!
Following the exhibition, Ken, Daphne and I were interviewed by local Chinese television station TVB for
a program on identity, due to be broadcast in April.
Chinese Women’s Association Talk
The Chinese Women’s Association will be hosting a talk, Jesus Christ’s Younger Brother was a Chinaman,
presented by Gordon Mar on Saturday, 11th March, from 1.30 – 3.30 pm at the Sydney Mechanics
School of Arts, Level 1, 280 Castlereagh Street, Sydney.
In this talk Gordon explains that “a massive uprising arose in China some 150 years ago, led by a young
man claiming to be the younger brother of Jesus Christ, with a mission from God his father, to slay evil
doers, expel the foreigners and create a Kingdom of Heavenly Peace, here on earth. Over a period of 19

years and at a cost of 20 million lives the violent Taiping Rebellion almost succeeded in its Christian
crusade to overthrow the ruling Qing Dynasty.”
Tickets are $7 for members and $8 for non-members. Contact Marie Chan 0410582338 or Rose Wong
9872 1580 for catering purposes.
Chinese Australian Historical Association Film Presentation
CAHS will be presenting a screening of the film The Dalfram Dispute: Pig Iron Bob 1938 on Saturday 18th
March at 2 pm at the Sydney Mechanics School of Arts, 280 Castlereagh St, Sydney. Cost is $10
(members) and $15 (non-members). For bookings, contact Ann Toy on 0403 006 028 or
contact.cahs@gmail.com.
“On November 15, 1938 the steamship Dalfram berthed at No. 4 jetty Port Kembla to load pig iron for
Kobe, Japan. Ted Roach, Branch Secretary, addressed the men at the labour pick up for the Dalfram. He
told the men of the destination of the pig iron and the use of the pig iron in the use of weapons – first to
be used against the Chinese and they feared that eventually – against Australia.
At 11 am the men walked off the ship declaring they refused to load pig iron for Japan to turn into
weapons. It led to an eleven week lock-out, with incredible pressure being applied by the government of
the day. On the 11th of January 1939, Robert Menzies, Attorney General at the time, came to
Wollongong to sort out the dispute. He met with an angry crowd where a lady screamed out Pig Iron
Bob for the first time. It lasted his lifetime.” – Source: http://thedalframdispute1938.com.au.
That’s all for now.
Cheryl Cumines
President

